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“I was forced into military sexual 
slavery three times.”

Liancun Chen’s life-long trauma began at the age 
of  thirteen when Japanese soldiers gang-raped 
her. It was 1939 and WWII had just begun. 
The soldiers took Chen from her home in China to 
a shack where they raped her. She didn’t wake up 
for three days. She spent the next six months in bed 
recovering. 

Three years later, it happened again. In cap-
tivity, Liancun Chen was forced to work as a maid 
during the day and gang-raped at night. When she 
attempted to escape, she was caught. It was only 
when Liancun Chen became ill after the repeated 
rapes that soldiers let her go, calling her parents to 
come get her. Back at home, Chen was still recover-
ing when the soldiers returned and forced her back 
into sexual slavery for a third time. 

From the 1930s to the end of World War II, the 
Japanese Imperial Armed Forces established 
and operated a military sexual slavery system 

for Japanese soldiers in the territories they occupied. Hundreds of thousands of women and girls from throughout 
Asia were forced into Japanese military sexual slavery.

After Japan surrendered in 1945, Chen married and raised two sons and two daughters. She currently lives with her 
eldest son.   
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